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 THE BEACON 
20 School Street/P.O. Box 45, Point Arena, CA  95468    Tel: 707 882-2131 

 

M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 7  
 

Mark Your 
Calendar! 

 
May 1-11/CAASPP Make up 
Testing 
 
May 1-6/Teacher Appreciation 
Week 
 
May 4/School Site Council 
Meeting 
 
May 8-12/Scholastic BOOK FAIR 
 
May 10/Day of the Teacher 
 
May 11/OPEN HOUSE 
 
May 19/Annual Spelling Bee 
 
May 22-26/Classified Employee 
Week 
 
May 26/School Day! 
Arena Preschool Registration 
 
MAY 29/NO SCHOOL 
Memorial Day Observed 
 
June 3/Blair Day 
 
June 8/8th Grade Graduation 
Ceremony & Dance 
 
June 9/12:30pm Early Dismissal 
 
June 12/Last Day of School  
12:30pm Early Dismissal 
 

Open House 
May 11th 

 
We cordially invite you to join us for Open House on May 
11th from 5:00-7:00pm. Follow the OPEN HOUSE schedule 
listed below to help you find your way:  
 
5:00-5:30pm, the evening will begin with a fundraising 
dinner by our 8th grade students. More information to 
come! 
 
5:30pm - Principal's Open House Orientation in the 
multipurpose room (MPR) 
5:45pm – Art Educator, Cathleen Michaeals will introduce 
“Into the Wild” Student Story Reading.    
 
6:00pm – Classrooms open!    
Visit your child's classroom and see what's occurred over 
the school year! 
 
4:00-7:00pm - Visit the Scholastic Book Fair in the library. 
 

Returning Surveys 
 
Returning surveys were sent home recently and included with 
the Beacon.  Please remember to return them to school by May 
15th.   
 
The survey helps us plan for next year’s classes, schedules and 
teaching assignments. 
 
You may contact the school office at 882-2131 ext. 202 for 
questions you may have. 
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Scholastic Book Fair May 8th-12th 
It is Book Fair time again!  May 8 through May 12 in the Arena Library.  Shop for summer reading 
materials (books and eBooks!) every day that week throughout the school day.  
Shop on, Thursday, May 11 from 4:00 to 7:00pm, during Open House.  
  
If you are unable to attend the Fair in person, we invite you to visit our online Book Fair at 
scholastic.com/fair.  Our Online Fair is available from May 3 through May 16. 
 
Anyone may shop at the on-line fair, including far-away relatives who might like to enrich your 
children's summer reading experience.  Books ordered on-line will be delivered by the last day of 
school. 
 
In order to have a successful fair, volunteer helpers are needed to help with cashiering, helping 
students locate and select books and just being a helpful adult presence.  Contact Shelley Aubrey 
at 882-2131 x310 or aubrey@mcn.org to sign up to help. 

 

Into The Wild  
A Cross-Age, Integrated Language Arts, Science & Visual Arts Poetry Writing & Bookmaking Project 

Cathleen Michaeals, Art Educator 
 

Don’t miss this year’s exhibit of all the beautiful poem books and the impressive poetry 
presentations by the 4th and 7th graders at Arena’s Open House on Thursday, May 11th!  
 
This year’s poetry writing and bookmaking project got off to an exceptional start in Ms. Egger’s 7th 
grade class and is now wrapping up in Mr. Jimerson’s rocking 4th grade class. The 7th graders 
made three Art Buddy visits to help the 4th graders write poems and make books.  
 
Both the 4th and 7th graders researched and wrote incredible tribute poems for animals of all 
shapes and sizes that inhabit the seas and oceans near and far. The tribute poems then served as 
inspiration for the colorful and remarkable decorative paste papers, mini-block prints and dos á 
dos books that the 4th and 7th graders created. 
 
A selection of the 4th and 7th grade poem books will also be display as part of the 5th annual Art 
of Letter, Word & Book exhibit at the Oddfellows Gallery in Mendocino through May 30th along 
with work by over 40 professional artists.  
 
Thanks so much to this year’s steadfast and generous project funders—the Arena Union 
Elementary School Site Council, the Gualala Rotary Club, the Mendocino County Office of 
Education Young Authors’ Fair Project, the Redwood Coast Education Foundation and the 
Soroptimist International of Mendocino-Sonoma Coast! 
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Yearbooks 
 

It’s not too late to purchase a yearbook! 
Yearbooks are $30.00 each as of April 1st.  
We will work with you if you would like to pay 
in two $15.00 installments.  
 
Come by the office and reserve your 
yearbook today!   Don’t wait until the last 
days of school.  They could be gone, gone, 
gone! 

 

Spelling Bee 
May 19th 

 
The BIG DAY is Friday May 19, 2017 and is an all 
day event.  
 
The check-in location is at St. Paul’s Methodist 
Church, in the Biaggi Hall (anteroom to the 
sanctuary), 50 School St., in Point Arena (top of 
the hill and to the left).  Enter the Biaggi Hall 
through the front entrance of St. Paul’s, where 
you will find a Registration and Information 
table to your right.   
 
Arena Elementary School will provide snacks for 
the participants and their families throughout 
the event.  Some of the snacks were made 
possible by generous donations from parents 
and community members.   
  
Both the St. Paul’s Sanctuary and the Trinity Hall, 
adjacent to St. Aloysius Catholic Church at 70 
School St., will be the Spelling Bee venues this 
year. 
  
Parking for the Bee includes the perimeter of 
the Arena Union Elementary School, and at 
each venue. 
  
We look forward to seeing you all on Friday, 
May 19th!  See the spelling bee event schedule 
for more information. 
  
Sigrid Hillscan, K-8 Director 
Pacific Community Charter School 
 

LOST AND FOUND!   
 

Last chance to retrieve those lost or 
misplaced jackets, sweatshirts, sweaters, 
lunchboxes, eyeglasses, jewelry, wallets, 
purses, keys and hats.   
 
All items will be donated to a local charity at 
the end of the month.  Come & take a look in 
our lost and found bin in the MPR, hallway 
tables or inquire about smaller items in the 
school office. 

Preschool Registration 
 
Arena State Preschool Registration will be held 
in the school library on May 26th from 
10:00a.m-1:00p.m.  Four years old children have 
priority enrollment.  For income eligible families, 
there will be no cost.  Call Kerri Schmitz 882-2131 
ext. 302 for any questions.  

Storm Days & Last Day of School, June 12th  
 

This year, we have exceeded our 2 calendar storm days and are required to make up lost 

instructional minutes for the additional days.  Therefore, there will be school on Friday, May 26th 
and Monday, June 12th.  June 9th and June 12th are 12:30pm dismissal days.  
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Blair Day, Friday, June 2nd  
 
This year marks the 91st year of Blair Day!  Mr. Jasper W. Blair, was a Civil War veteran, lived close to 
Point Arena Grammar School in the early 1900s.  Children on their way to school each morning 
would wave hello to him as he sat on his porch and he acknowledged with a “Good Morning” 
and a wave back.   This simple act of salutation and kindness from the children would not be 
forgotten.  
 
In Mr. Blair’s will in 1926 provided for a trust for the children of the Arena Elementary School. He 
wanted a day every year to be set aside as Blair Day; and on this day the children were to play 
and have ice cream.    
 
Although the fund was depleted long ago, the school continues to honor and enjoy the day with 
a school-wide picnic at Bower Park for our primary grades and a day at the KOA-Manchester or 
the beach for our middle school students.  
 
In the month of May, a few students from the middle school tidy his grave and lay branches of 
cypress on it in remembrance and gratitude.  
 
Blair Day is a school-wide field trip and additional Blair Day information will be sent home with 
students sometime in May.   
 
If you would like to be a volunteer on Blair Day, please contact your child’s teacher and ask about 
you can do to help. 
 

Quote of the Month 
 
“Goodness is about character-integrity, honesty, kindness, generosity, moral courage, 
and the like.  More than anything else, it is about how we treat other people.” 

 
Dennis Prager 

New Library Chairs 
 
“Form follows Function” is the phrase of our new library chairs!  Their intended function is to provide 
comfort and strong seating.  They are sleek and constructed of bent, one-piece high-pressure 
laminate wood, have a vinyl-padded seat, and are stackable.     
 
Students and staff have commented on their sleek design and comfortable seating.  We are so 
happy to change out the worn ones and replace them with these strong, beautiful chairs.  Come 
to the library and have a seat! 
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Eighth Grade End of Year Activities 
 

June 1st-2nd  
San Francisco- Field Trip 
The 8th grade class will attend a 2-day field trip to San Francisco and stay at the Fort Mason Hostel. 
 

June 7th and 8th  
Graduation Rehearsals at Point Arena High School Gymnasium 
June 7th 12:15pm - 1:30pm at the PAHS gymnasium   Students may ride 1:30 bus home from PAHS or 
be picked up by their parents the auditorium at that time.  
  
June 8th 12:15pm - 2:00pm at PAHS gymnasium    *Students may be picked up by their parents after 
rehearsal at 2:00pm.   Students not being picked up, will return to the elementary school with their 
teacher and take the 3:15pm bus home.  There is no early bus. 
 

June 8th at 5:30pm 
Graduation Ceremony and Dance  
Eighth grade students should arrive at the PAHS gym no later than 5:00pm.       
Commencement will begin at 5:30pm at the PAHS gymnasium.   The dance will begin 
approximately 7:00pm at Arena Union Elementary School.    
 

June 12th 
Last Day of School (Storm Day) Dismissal at 12:30pm 
 

Required Immunizations for 7th Grade 
 
All students entering, advancing or transferring into 7th grade will need proof of an 
adolescent “Tdap” immunization (Tetanus, reduced Diphtheria, and Pertussis).  
 
Immunization with Tdap can protect students, schools and communities against pertussis. 
 
This school immunization law affects all students in public and private schools. Parents must 
show their child's Immunization Record as proof of immunization. 
 
Additional school immunization requirements for 7th graders typically apply to students 
who had a valid personal beliefs exemption filed before 2016 upon entry between 
TK/Kindergarten and 6th grade, or are new admissions, including from out-of-state; applies 
to all grades. 
 
California schools are required to check immunization records for all new student 
admissions at TK/Kindergarten through 12th grade and all students advancing to 7th 
grade before entry. Parents must show their child's Immunization Record as proof of 
immunization.  



 

 

 

Have a wonderful and safe summer! 
School is back in session on Wednesday, August 23rd! 
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Talking with Kids about Drugs 
Do not put off talking with your kids about drugs. As early as 4th grade, some of our kids worry 
about the peer pressure to try drugs. We, as parents may feel afraid that talking to our children 
about illegal drugs may promote them using them. Research shows that the opposite is true. 
Talking honestly and listening to what our kids say, shows our children that they mean a great 
deal to us. Here are some tips about what to say and how we can go about saying it. 
What do you say? 
Begin by telling them that you love them and want them to be healthy and happy. 
Many parents never state simply that they do not find illegal drug use to be acceptable 
behavior.  
Explain how drug use can hurt them: slowed growth, impaired coordination, accidents, difficulty 
remembering and paying attention. 
Discuss the legal ramifications of illegal drug use: losing a job, losing a driver’s license, difficulty 
getting a loan for school or a car.  
How do we talk about drug use? 
We should talk calmly and openly-do not exaggerate as the facts can speak for themselves. 
Face-to-face-exchange information and listen to their point of view. 
Talk to them in teachable moments- not in a lecture format where it will be easy for them to 
tune you out. (Use the television, newspapers, and real-life situations) 
Remember that you set an example and try to avoid contradictions between your words and 
your actions. 
If your child asks about your drug use when you were young. Parents should avoid either 
glorifying past adventures or overemphasizing the risks. Limit your message to the points you 
want to get across. 
How can you tell of your child is using drugs? 

• Change in moods-more irritable, secretive, withdrawn, overly sensitive, inappropriately 
angry, and euphoric. They may become less responsible, late coming home, dishonest.  

• Changing friends or changing lifestyles-new interests, unexplained money. 
• Physical deterioration-difficulty in concentration, loss of coordination, loss of weight, 

unhealthy appearance.  
Keeping your conversations with your child calm and casual will encourage your child to keep 
talking with you about drug use. Studies have shown that children in warm and healthy 
relationships with their parents have lower drug and alcohol use than their peers.  
Here are some local resources to help with drug and alcohol abuse: 
Mendocino County Health and Human Services Agency: Joy Kinion Mobile Outreach & 
Prevention Services (707)513-8004. Her office is located at 1120 Dora St. Ukiah 
Action Network: (707) 884-5413    
Paul Plakos MFT: (707)326-7236 
Lorelei Hammond: (707)882-3277    
Andrew Steiger LCSW: RCMS (707) 884-4005  
Jeff Nerney Ph.D: Redwood Coast Medical Services (707) 884-4005 
Mendocino County Youth Project: (707) 463-4915 
 
 


